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oil was prepared, and of this a dose of from five to ten minims was ad¬ 
ministered three times a day; or capsules might be substituted in cases where 
the oily solution caused nausea or other unpleasant symptoms. Three sets 
of capsules, containing one-tenth, one-twentieth, and one-thirtieth of a grain 
of phosphorus respectively, had been made. The first case treated by Dr. 
Eames with the remedy was one of severe acne indurata of the face, of 
four years’ standing. After six weeks, a cure was effected. In three cases 
of lupus, similar satisfactory results were obtained. In the first of these, a 
marked improvement was observed after a fortnight’s trial, and the patient 
continued to take ten-minim doses of the phosphoretted oil for nine months. 
In the second instance, a five months’ course of treatment was followed by cica¬ 
trization, and, eighteen months subsequently, there had been no return of the 
disease. In the third case, the oil was used during nine weeks, but with inter¬ 
ruptions, owing to the appearance of grave dyspeptic symptoms. In one case 
of scrofuloderma, the glandular swellings disappeared in six weeks ; in another, 
a cure was effected in three weeks. Psoriasis also yielded readily. In one in¬ 
stance of this affection, dyspepsia supervened on the administration of phos¬ 
phorus, which was then temporarily stopped and the mineral acids given. A 
man, aged 24, with pemphigus, beginning on the abdomen, was quite well in a 
month. Cases of eczema of the scalp had also been much relieved. Dr. Eames 
referred to the silvery appearance of the tongue noticed when patients had been 
taking phosphorus for some time—another point of analogy with arsenic, and 
to the frequent occurrence of dyspepsia. The latter was to be met by the sub¬ 
stitution of the mineral acids for a short time.— Brit. Med. Journ., Dec. 9,1871. 

36. Treatment of Smallpox by Carbolic Acid. —Dr. A. Lofkler, of Stockenau, 
states, in the Wiener Med. Wochenschrift of February 10th, that he has treated 
more than forty cases of smallpox by the external copious application, by means 
of cottou-wool, of a solution of one part of carbolic acid in twelve of oil. The 
result in all the cases was, that the cutaneous swelling soon diminished; and 
that, when the application was made early, the course of the disease, in relation 
to the number of pustules, was milder. He believes also that by this treat¬ 
ment the danger of infection was greatly diminished. Unvaccinated children, 
inhabiting the same rooms with smallpox patients, cither remained free from 
the disease, or had it in a very mild form. Carbolic acid was also diffused through 
the atmosphere of the sick-rooms.— Brit. Med. Journ., February 17, 1872. 

37. Warm Bath in Smallpox. —In some notes on the treatment of smallpox 
in the Dublin Journal of Medical Science for January, Dr. Stokes, Regius 
Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin, lays great stress upon the use 
of the warm hath. He says: *• We cannot doubt that the mortality in small¬ 
pox hospitals would be greatly diminished by the use of the bath.” He de¬ 
scribes a case in which the pustulation was almost universally confluent; the 
purulent matter highly putrescent; the hemorrhagic state developed; the 
body one universal ulcerous sore, and the blackness of the worst purpura devel¬ 
oped ; the odour of an intensely pungent and offensive character, which seemed 
to puss through the bystander like a sword. “ Stimulants alone, freely and 
constantly employed, seemed to preserve the patient alive. The pulse was 
rapid, weak, and intermitting; and for several days we despaired of his life. At 
this juncture I happened to describe the case to my colleague, Mr. Hinyly, who 
suggested the trial of the warm bath, with the view of relieving the terrible 
suffering. A bath in which he could recline was speedily procured; and, pil¬ 
lows being adjusted in it, we lifted the sufferer in, and placed him in the recum¬ 
bent position. The effect was instantaneous and marvellous. The dilirium 
ceased us if by magic; it was the delirium of pain, and the patient exclaimed, 
‘Thank God! thank God ! I am in Heaven! I am in Heaven! Why didn't 
you do this before V The fetor immediately and completely disappeared, so 
that, on entering the ward, no one could suppose that there was a case of small¬ 
pox in it. He was kept at least seven hours in the bath, during which time 
brandy was freely administered, and omitted only when it showed symptoms 
of disagreeing with the brain. He was then removed to bed. The surface was 
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clean, and in many places the sores looked healthy and white. The bath was 
repeated next day, after which he fell, for the first time, into a tranquil slumber. 
Prom this time his recovery was progressive, delayed only by the formation of 
abscesses and the great soreness of the feet. That this gentleman’s life would 
have been sacrificed but for the timely use of the bath, few who have had any 
experience in prognosis can reasonably doubt. He was in the condition of a 
patient every portion of whose skin had been burnt and ulcerated....This case 
and its singular result, in addition to the experience of Hebra, justifies the 
recommendation of the use of the bath. No danger attends its employment; 
and, in asthenic cases, stimulants can be freely used. In the Vienna Hospital, 
patients have been kept continuously in the bath for one hundred hours with 
good effect.”.— Brit. Med. Journ., February 17, 1872. 

38. Death from a Second Attack of Smallpox. — Reuss relates, in the General 

Report of Vaccinations performed during the year 186!) ( Wurtemb. Med. 
Correspond. Blatt., 1871, No. 28, quoted in the 54th No., I)ec. 30, 1871, of 
the Centralblcitt f. d. Med. Wissenschoften), the case of a man 53 years of age, 
upon whose body were the unmistakable cicatrices resulting from a preceding 
attack of smallpox, who was attacked a second time with variola, terminating 
in death. In the accounts on record of cases where the individual experiences 
a second attack of smallpox, this latter, according to Dr. R., is always attended 
with increased danger. The correctness of which remark our own experience 
corroborates. D. F. C. 

39. Revaccination. —Dr. Theopoi.d (Deutsche Klinik , 1871, No. 38), a phy¬ 
sician of Blomberg, of 30 years’ standing, has had the opportunity of studying 
the circumstances connected with all the cases of variola and varioloid that 
have appeared in his vicinity during his term of professional service. He has, 
in very many instances, found the vesicles produced in cases of revaccination 
to be as fulTand perfect as in those following primary vaccination, and the lymph 
from them, when inserted in the arm, to furnish as complete protection from 
variolous infection. He suggests, therefore, that the lymph from a successfully 
revaccinated subject will furnish a valuable source of supply in case of the 
failure or scarcity of vaccine lymph from ordinary sources. In proof of the 
prophylactic efficiency of such lymph, the experience of the German army phy¬ 
sicians is cited. 

[There can be no doubt that in an extended series of revaccinations, in some 
cases, genuine vesicles, filled with effective lymph, may be met with; but the 
real question that presents itself, considering the great difference in point of 
infection which must exist necessarily in different cases of revaccination, is, will 
lymph thus obtained be safe to trust to for the protection of the system against 
the occurrence of smallpox ? We should certainly answer, with Muller of Berlin, 
and with the mass of experienced vaccinators everywhere, in the negative.] 

D. F. 0. 

Dr. Beatty stated at the meeting of the Medical Society of the College of 
Physicians (Jan. 17, 1872), that he had been very extensively revaccinating 
for the last couple of months. “ Many of these were persons whom I had 
vaccinated in their youth, for I have lived long enough to see another 
generation spring up under my care. And I have been surprised at the way 
in which persons—generally boys and men whom I had vaccinated, and who 
bore most splendid marks, specimens that they would take to their graves of 
successful vaccination—have taken revaccination, and at the vesicles, perfect 
as those you would see. on an infant, that have formed on their arms. In 
many cases of adults, aged from twenty to thirty, I have seen the most perfect 
vesicles formed ; and iu the cases of younger persons the vesicles have been so 
beautiful as to deserve to be drawn as specimens of the disease. I have revac¬ 
cinated freely whenever I have been asked to do so, and I never saw a single 
instance of a bad result from revaccination. I have seen what are called sore 
arms, particularly on persons aged from twenty-five to thirty and thirty-five, 
where the vesicles did not form as well as in other cases; and a sort of spuri¬ 
ous inflammation, or extension of inflammation round the wound, but nothing 



